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SERMON XLV.

The Knowledge of J e s u s Christ the bed
Knowledge.

I Co R. ii. 2.

/ detirmined not to know any thing among ycu^ fave

Jesus Christ, and him crucified,

THE perfons to whom thefe words were written, were

the members of the church of Cori?ith ; who, as appears

by the foregoing chapter, were not only divided into different

feds, by one faying, " I am of Paul^ and another, I am of

Jpoilos-" but alfo had many amongft them, who were fo full

of the wifdom of this world, and fo wife in their own eycs^

that they fet at nought the fimplicity of the gofpel, and ac-

counted the Apoftle's preaching fooliflinefs.

Never had the Apoftle more need of the wifdom of the fer-

pent, mingled with the innocency of the dove, than now.
What is the fum of all his wifdom ? he tells them, in the

words of the text, *' I determined not to know any thing

amongft you, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified.'*

A refolution this, worthy of the great St. Paul ; and no lefs

worthy, no lefs neceflary for every minifter, and every difci-

ple of Christ, to make always, even unto the end of the

world.

In the following difcourfe, I fiiall,

Firjiy Explain what is meant by " not knowing any thing,

fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified."

6 Secondly^
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Secondly^ Give fome reafons why every chrifllan fhould de-

termine not to know any thing elfe. And

Thirdly^ Conclude with a general exhortation to put this

determination into pra<^ice.

FirJ}^ I am to explain what is meant by " not knowing

any thing, lave Jesus Christ, and him crucified."

By Jesus Christ, we are to underftand the eternal Son

of God. He is called Jesus, a Saviour, becaufe he was to

Cave us from the guilt and power of our fins ; and, like

Jojhua^ by whom he was remarkably typified, to lead God'^

spiritual Ifrael through the wildcrnefs of this world, to the

heavenly Canaan^ the promifcd inheritance of the children of

God.

He is called Chr'yl, which fignifies anointed, beqaufe he was

anointed by the Holy Ghoft at his baptifm, to be a prophet to

inftru6^, a pried to make an atonement for, and a king to go-

vern and prote(St his church. And he was crucified, or hung

(O ftupendous love !) till he was dead upon the crofs, that he

mioiht become a curfe for us : for it is written, " Curfed is

every man that hangeth upon a tree,'*

The foundation or firfl: caufe of his fufFering, was our fall

in /Idam
-f

in whom, as the living oracles of God declare,

'* We all died ;" his fin was imputed to us all." It pleafcd

God, after he had fpoken the World into being, to create

man after his own divine image, to breathe into him the breath

of life, and to place him as our reprefentative in the garden of

Eden,

But he being left to his own free will, did eat of the for^

bidden fruit, notwithftanding God had told him, " The day

in which he eat thereof, he fliould furely die ;" and thereby

he, with his whole pofterity, in whofe name he adled, became

liable to the wrath of God, and funk into a fpiritual death.

But
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But behold the goodnefs, as well as the feverity of God !

For no fooner had man been convicSled as a finner, but lo ! a

Saviour is revealed to him, under the chara£)er of the feed of
the woman : the merits of whofe facrifice were then immedi-

ately to take place, and who fliould, in the fulnefs of time,

by fuffering death, fatisfy for the. guilt we had contradtcd
j

by obeying the whole moral law, work out for us an everlaft-

ing righteoufnefs ; and by becoming a principle of new life in

us, deftroy the power of the devil, and thereby reftore us to a

better ftate than that in which we were at firft created.

This is the plain fcriptural account of that myftery of god-

iinefs, God manifefted in the flefh ; and to this our own
hearts, unlcfs blinded by the god of this world, cannot but

yield an immediate afTent,

For, let us but fearch our own hearts, and afk ourfelves, if

we could create our own children, whether or not we would

not create them with a lefs mixture of good and evil, than we
find in ourfelves ? Suppofing God then only to have our

goodnefs, he could not, at firft, make us fo finful, fo polluted

as we are. But fuppofing him to be as he is, infinitely good,

or goodnefs itfelf, then it is abfolutely impoflible that he

ftiould create any thing but what is like himfelf, perfe£l, en-

tire, lacking nothing. Man then could not come out of the

hands of his Maker, fo miferably blind and naked, with fuch

a mixture of the beaft and devil, as he finds now in himfelf,

but muft have fallen from what he was ; and as it does not

fuit with the goodnefs and juftnefs of God, to punifii the

whole race of mankind with thefe diforders merely for no-

thing ; and fince men bring thffe diforders into the v/orlJ

with them ; it follows, that as they could not fin theinfelves,

being yet unborn, fome other man*s fin muft have been im-

puted to them ; from whence, as from a fountain, all thefe

evils flow.

I know this dncflrine of our origmalfn^ or fall in Ailam^ Is

cfteemed fooliftinef^ by the wife difputer of this world, vvho

will reply. How does it fuit ths goodnefs of God, to inipute

one
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cne man's fin Co an innocent pofterity ? But has It not heen.

proved to a dernonllration, that it is fo ? And therefore, lup-

pofing we cannot reconcile it to our (hallow comprchenfionsy

that is no argument at all : for if it appears that God has

done a thing, v.-c mzy be fure it is right, whether we can fee

the reafons for it or not*

But this is entirely cleared up by what was faid before, that

i\o fooner was the fm imputed, but a Christ was revealed j

and this CkrisTj this God incarnate, who was conceived by

the Holy Ghoil, that he might be freed from the guilt of our

Original fin ; who was born of the Virgin Mary^ that he

might be the {t^^ of the woman only ; who fuffered undei'

pGtit'ms Pilate, a GcnUh governor, to fulfil thefe prophecies

j

which fignified what death he fliould die : This fame Jesus^

who was crucified in weaknefs, but raifed in power, is that

divine perfon, that Emmanuel^ that GoD with us, whom we
preach, in v/hom ye believe, and whom alone the Apoflle, in

the text, was cctsrmined to know.

By which word bicvj, we are not to underftand a bare hlilo-

rical knowledge ; for to know that Christ was crucified by

his enemies at 'Jeyitjahm, in this manner or;]y, will do us no

more fervice, than to knov/ that Ccsfar was butchered by his

friends at P^ome ; but the word know^ means to know, fo as to

approve of him \ as when Christ fays, '* Verily^ I knov/

you not ;'* I know you not, fo as to approve of you. It fig-

nifies to know him, fo as to embrace him in all his offices 5

to take him to be our prophet, priefl:, and king ; fo as to give

up ourfelves wholly to be inftrucled, faved, and governed by

him. It implies an experimental knowledge of his cruci^

fixion, fo as to {t^\ the power of itj and to be crucified unto

the v/orld, as the Apoflle explains himfelf in the epiftle to the

Pkilipptans, where he fays, " I count all things but dung and

drofs, that I might know him, and the power of his refurrec*

tion."

This knowledge the Apoftle was fo fwallowed up in, that

he was determined not to know any thing elfe j he was re-

fc»ivcd to make that his only {ludv, the governing principle of

his
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his life, the point and end in which all his thoughts, word-?,

and adions, fhould center.

Secondly^ I pafs on to give fome reafons why every chriftian

fhould, with the Apoftle, determine " not to know any

thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified."

Firji^ Without this, our perfons will not be accepted in

the fight of God." " This (and confequently this only) is

life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou haft fent." As alfo St. Peter fays,

*' There is now no other name given under heaven, whereby

v/e can be faved, but that of Jesus Christ."

Some, indeed, may pleafe themfelves in knowing the

world, others boaft themfelves in the knowledge of a multi-

tude of languages ; but could v/e fpeak with the tongue of

men and angels, or did we know the number of the ftars, and

could call them all by their names, yet, without this experi-

mental knowledge of Jesus Christ, and him crucified, i*

would profit us nothing.

The former, indeed, may procure us a little honour, which

cometh of man ; but the latter only can render us acceptable

in the fight of God ; for, if we are ignorant of Christ, God
will be to us a confuming fire.

Christ is the way, the truth, and the life ; " No one

cometh to the Father, but through him ;" " He is the Lamb
flain from the foundation of the world j" and none ever were,

or ever will be received up into glory, but by an experimental

application of his merits to their hearts.

We might- as well think to rebuild the tower of Bahel^ oc

reach heaven with our hands, as to imagine we could enter

therein by any other door, than that of the knowledge of

Jesus Christ. Other knowledge may make you wife in

your own eyes, and puff you up j but this alone edifietb, and

Hiakcth wife unto falvation.

A$



[ 208 ]

As the meaneft chrlflian, if he knows but this, though he

know nothing elfe, will be accepted ; (o the grcateft mafter

in I/raely the moft letter-learned teacher, without this, will be

rcied^ted. His philofophy is mere nonfenfe, his wifdom mere

foolilhnefs in the fight of God.

The author of the words now before us, was a remarkable

inftance of this ; never, perhap?, was a greater fcholar, in all

what the world calls fine learning, than he : for he was bred

lip at the feet of Ga?naUcly and profited in the knowledge of

books, as well as in the yeivijh religion, above many of his

equal?, as appears by the language, rhetoric, and fpirit of his

writings ; and yet, when he came to know what it was to

be a chriftian, " He accounted all things but lofs, fo he might

win Christ." And, though he was now at Corinth, that

feat of polite learning, yet he was abfolutely determined not to

know any thing, or to make nothing his ftudy, but what

taught him to know Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

Hence then, appears the folly of thofe who fpend their whole

lives in heaping up other knowledge ; and, inftead of fearch-

inty the fcriptures, which teftify of Jesus Christ, and are
,

alone able to make them wife unto falvation, difquiet them- i

felvcs in a purfuit after the knowledge of fuch things, as when 3

known, concern them no more, than to know that a bird
\

dropped a feather upon one of the Pyrefiean mountains.

Hence it is, that ^o many, who profefs themfelves wife, be-

caufc they can difpute of the caufes and efFeds, the moral

fitnefs and unfitntfs of things, appear mere fools in the thing^r

of God ; fo that when you come to converfe with them

about the great work of redemption wrought out for us by

Jesu^ Christ, and of his being a propitiation for our fins, a

fulfillcr of the covenant of works, and a principle of new life

to our foul?, they are quite ignorant of the whole matter;

and prove, to a demonftration, that, with all their learning,

they know nothing yet, as they ought to know.
i

But, alas I how muft it furprize a man, when the Moft

High is about to take away his im\<i to think that he has

p. i fled
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pafTed for a wife man, and a learned difputer in this worlcj,

and yet is left deftitute of that knowledge which alone can

make him appear with boldnefs before the jiidgment-fcat of

Jhsus Christ ? How muft it grieve him, in a future ftate^

to fee others, whom he defpifed as illiterate men, becaufe

they experimentally knew Christ, and him crucified, exalted

to the right-hand of God ; and himfelf, with all his fine ac-

complifhments, becaufe he knew every thing, perhaps, but

Christ, thrufl down into hell ?

Well might the Apoille-, in a holy triumph, cry Out,

*' Where is the wife ? Where is the fcribe ? Where is the

difputer of this world ?" For, God will then make foolifli

the wifdom of this world, and bring to nought the wifdom of

thofe who were fo knowing in their own eyes.

I have made this digreflion from the main point before u?,

not to condemn or decry human literature^ but to fhew, that

it ought to be ufed only in fubordination to divine ; and that

a chriftian, if the Holy Spirit,guided the pen of the Apoftle,

when he wrote this epiflle, ought to ftudy no books, but fuch

as lead him to a farther knowledge of Jesus Christ, and

him crucified.

And there is the more reafon for this, becaufe of the great

mifchief the contrary prad ice has done to the church of Goo

:

for, vvhat v^as it but this learning, or rather this ignorance^

that kept fo many of the Scribes and Pharifees from the fav-

ing knowledge of Jesus Christ ? And what is it, but this

human wifdom, this fclence, falfciy fo called^ that blinds

the underftanding, and corrupts the hearts of fo many modern

unbelievers, and makes them unwilling to fubmic to the

righteoufnefs which is of God by faith in Christ Jesus ?

But,

Secondly^ Without this knowledge aur performances, as

well as perfons, will not be acceptable in the fight of God.

*' Through faith," fays the Apoftlc, that is, through a

lively faith in a Mediator to come, " yf/*^/ offered a more ac-

VoLi VI. O ceptabl*

s6
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ccptable facriflce than Cain.'' And it is through a like falth^

or an experimental knowledge of the fame divine Mediator,

that our facrifices of prayer, praife, and thankfgivings, come

up as an incenfe before the throne of grace.

Two perfons may go up to the temple to pray ; but he

only will return home juftified, who, in the language oF our

collc6is, fmcerely offers up his prayers through Jesus Christ

our Lord.

For it is this great atonement, this all-fufficient facrifice,

which alone can give us boldnefs to approach with our

prayers to the Holy of Holies : and he that prefumes to go

without this, acSis Korah's crime over again ; offers unto GoD
ftrange fire, and, confequently, will be rejected by him.

Farther, as our devotions to God will not, fo neither,

without this knowledge of Jesus Christ, will our a£ts of

charity to men be accepted by him. For did we give all our

goods to feed the poor, and yet were deflitute of this know-

ledge, it would profit us nothing.

This our bleffed Lord himfelf intimates in the xxvth of

Matthew^ where he tells thofc who had been rich in good

works, " That inafmuch as they did it unto one of the lead

of his brethren, they did it unto him." From whence we
may plainly infer, that it is feeing Christ in his members,

and doing good to them out of an experimental knowledge of

his love to us, that alone will render our alms-deeds reward-

able at the laft day.

LaJIly^ As neither our a£ls of piety nor charity, fo neither

will our civil nor moral adions be acceptable to God, with-

out this experimental knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Our modern pretenders to reafon, indeed, fet up another

principle to act from ; they talk, I know not v/hat, Of doing

moral and civil duties of life, frorji the moral f^nefs and un-

fitnefs of things. But fuch men are blind, however they may
pretend to fee; and going thus about to eftablifh their own

.

righte-
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Hghteoufnefs, are utterly ignorant of the rlghteoufnefs which
is of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

For though we grant that morality is a fubftantial part of

chriftianity, and that Christ came hot to dcftroy, or take off

the moral law, as a rule of a6lion, but to explain, and fo fulfil

it
i yet we affirm, that our moral and civil ailions are now

no farther acceptable in the fight of God the Father, than as

they proceed from the principle of a new nature, and an ex-

perimental knowledge of, or vital faith in his dear Son.

The death of Jesus Christ has turned our whole lives

into one continued facrifice ; and whether we eat or drink

whether we pray to God, or do any thing to man, it mud all

be done out of a love for, and knowledge of him who died

and rofe again, to render all, even our moft ordinary deeds,

acceptable in the fight of God.

If we live by this principle, if Christ be the Alpha and
Omega of all our adlions, then our leaft are acceptable facri-

fices ; but if this principle be wanting, our moft pompous
fervices avail nothing : we are but fpiritual idolaters ; we fa-

crifice to our own net -, we make an idol of ourfelves, by

making ourfelves, and not Christ, the end of our a6lions :

and, therefore, fuch adtions are fo far from being accepted by

God, that, according to the language of one of the Articles

of our Church, " We doubt not but they have the nature of

" fin, becaufe they fpring not from an experimental faith in,

" and knowledge of Jesus Christ."

Were we not fallen creatures, we might then n61:, perhaps,

from other principles ; but fmce we are fallen from God in

Adam^ and are reftored again only by the obedience and death

of Jesus Christ, the face of things is entirely changed, and

all we think, fpeak, or do, is only accepted in and through

him.

Juftly, therefore, may I, in the

Third 3.n(\ Laji place, Exhort you to put the Apofilc's re-

foluiion in practice, and befcech you, with him, to dcttrmint-,

O 2 Not
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*' Not to know any thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him

crucified.'*

I fay, determbie ; for unlefs you fit down firfl:, and count

the coft, and from a well-grounded conviclion of the excel-

lency of this, above all other knowledge whatfoever, refolve

to make this your chief ftudy, your only end, your one thing

needful, every frivolous temptation will draw you afide from

the purfuit after it.

Your friends and carnal acquaintance, and, above all, yom
grand advcrfary the devil, will be perfuading you to determine

not to know any thing, but how to lay up goods for many
years, and to get a knowledge and tafte of the pomps and va-

nities of this wicked world ; but do you determine not to fol-

low, or be led by them ; and the more they perfuade you to

know other things, the more do you " determine not to knov/

any thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified." For,

this knowledge never faileth ; but whether they be riches,

they Ihall fail ; whether they be pomps, they (hall ceafe ;

whether they be vanities, they ftiall fade away : but the know-

ledge of Jesus Christ, and him crucified, abideth for ever.

Whatever, therefore, you are ignorant of, be not ignorant

of this. If you know Christ, and him crucified, you know
enough to make you happy, fuppofing you know nothing

clfe ; and without this, all your other knowledge cannot

keep you from being everlaftingly miferable.

Value not then, the contempt of friends, which you muft

necefTarily meet with upon your open profcffion to a(Sl accord-

ing to this determination. For your Mafter, whofe you are,

was defpifed before you ; and all that will know nothing elfc

but Jesus Christ, and him crucified^ muft, in fome degree

or other, fufFer perfecution.

It Is ncceflary that ofFences fhould come, to try what is in

©ur hearts, and whether we will be faithful foldiers of Jesus

Christ or not.

Dare

i
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Dare ye then to confefs our blefied Mafter before men, and

to fliine as lights in the world, amidft a crooked and pervcrfe

generation ? Let us not be content with following him afar

off; for then we fliall, as Peter did, foon deny hirn ; but Jet

us be altogether chriflians, and let our fpeech, and all our

a£lions declare to the world whofe difciples we are, and that

we have indeed '*^ determined not to know any thing, fave

Jesus Christ, and him crucified.'* Then, well will it be

with us, and happy, unfpeakably happy fiiall we be, even

here ; and what is infinitely better, when others that defpifed

us, fhall be calling for the mountains to fall on them, and

the hills to cover them, we fhall be exalted to fit down on the

right-hand of God, and fhine as the fun in the firmament, in

the kingdom of our moft adorable Redeemer, for ever and

ever.

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, 6vC.

O 3 S E R.


